[Digitalis receptor].
It has been well established that the Na+,K+-ATPase is the pharmacological receptor of cardiac glycosides. One or several endogenous analogues of these digitalis compounds have been shown to interfere with radioimmunoassays (RIA). Given the low therapeutic range of the steroid cardiotonics, such interference must be taken into consideration. The present review briefly describes the digitalis receptor and discusses monitoring by RIA of patients treated with cardiac glycosides. Finally, the putative origin and chemical nature of this (these) endogenous digoxin-like factor(s) are presented in detail.